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Quaker faith in action

This is a re-sent version of the September Faith in Action Newsletter including corrections

to broken links and a mistake in the reference to QF&P. Apologies for the initial errors!

September 2024

 

... freedom from the scourge of war will only be brought about through the

faithfulness of individuals to their inmost convictions...

QF&P 23.92

 

Dear Friend,
Faithfulness sometimes looks like carrying on when the issue at hand has fallen out
of the news cycle or was not at the centre of it to start with.

This month, among the things we're covering are: how to keep thinking about
peacebuilding and climate change at our Faith in Action Gathering in Aberystwyth
following the open peacebuilding call last month; how to engage with new MPs now
the election is over; a retreat for those with an interest in Israel/ Palestine; and a
school committing to peace education for the long haul. 

If you are free, Faith in Action drop-ins this month are on Wednesday 25 September
at 12:00 and 18:00 (each for an hour). Email us for the link if you don't have it
already. We hope to see you there - and perhaps even see some of you in person at
the Faith in Action Gathering!

In Friendship/Mewn Cyfeillgarwch,
     
Ailish and Joe    
Quaker Peace & Social Witness (QPSW)    
www.quaker.org.uk/our-work    

 

Act

Week of Prayer for World Peace: 13 – 20 October

                                                                       Image credit: Michael Preston/ Quakers in Britain

Quakers in Britain are part of an interfaith network who organise the Week for Prayer

for World Peace. The annual interfaith event – now in its 50th year – will once again
gather together those who wish to bring peace into the world through prayer and
meditation.

The theme this year is ‘Praying with hope in a troubled world’. The central event will
be an online gathering held from 15:30-16:00 on Sunday 13 October 2024 with
‘music, prayers, storytelling and the presentation of the 2024 Wilson/Hinkes Peace
Award’.

Further details and zoom link on the website or write to the Week of Prayer for World
Peace.

Keep Space for Peace: 5 – 12 October
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Sadly, we are rapidly entering the era of space warfare. Right now, the UK and other
nations are deploying military systems to support and enable warfare in space.

As part of the global Keep Space for Peace Week from 5 - 12 October, SpaceWatch
UK will be calling for a halt to the militarisation of space. Protests are scheduled to
take place at the Ministry of Defence in Whitehall, Menwith Hill, RAF Croughton and
other locations. SpaceWatch UK is a project launched by our friends at Drone Wars
UK.

If you would like to join in, organise your own event at a base, have a speaker for
your local group or ask for other resources, please get in touch with SpaceWatch
UK here. 

Legal researchers needed
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A Friend is taking on an international fossil fuel company in an upcoming court case
and needs some help paying for the case and doing legal research.
 
If you have a background in criminal law and would be happy to give some time to
providing legal research to support the case, please contact
faithinaction@quaker.org.uk for more information.
 
This would be a short-term commitment from late September to mid-October.
 

Reflect

Benson Alusiola Khamasi

It is with great sadness that we announce the loss of our colleague, Benson Alusiola
Khamasi.
 

Benson worked on a peacebuilding and nonviolence programme called Turning the
Tide for the organisation AfriNov in Kenya. AfriNov is a longstanding and close
partner of Quakers in Britain. Benson was a loving husband, a father of three and a
life-long Quaker. He died aged 46 on Monday, 2 September, after a violent mugging
on 30 August.

 
Benson was involved in Turning the Tide from its inception in Kenya. He believed
deeply in nonviolence and worked tirelessly for peace and social justice. He shared
some of this experience with Quakers in Britain at Yearly Meeting in 2023 – telling us
how his work, life and Quaker faith connected with truth and integrity, and the
importance of challenging those in power to uphold justice.
 
His loss is a huge one for AfriNov, the communities he supported and all of his
colleagues, to say nothing of his family and community.
 
Click here to read more about the work, and if you would like to contribute to
Benson’s family, we are collecting here.

New interest in New Economy 
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From 2014 to 2017 Quakers in Britain commissioned experts in new economic
thinking to share their knowledge in a series of seven booklets. Following their
launch in 2016, many Friends ran New Economy reading groups in their local
meetings. The booklets are still available online here.
 
We’ve recently received an email from Quakers in Switzerland who are interested
in connecting with British Friends. They would like to speak to people who are still
engaged in witness connected to this issue or who have run reading groups and
would be willing to share reflections with them.
 
If you’d be able to help them, please do reach out to them here. They’d be very
happy to hear from you.

Learn

Faith in Action Gathering: 12 October
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Join us for a day exploring local peacebuilding in the context of climate breakdown. It
will be run jointly by Quakers in Britain and Aberystwyth Quaker Meeting from 10:30
to 16:00 on Saturday 12 October.

Knowing where to start when it comes to confronting the multiple crises on the
horizon can feel overwhelming, leading us to despair rather than action. This day
aims to look at how international issues are present on our own front step and how
we can take local action to build a safer future. We hope to strike a balance between
reflecting and doing, in the belief that starting from stillness can lead to better action.

Please email faithinaction@quaker.org.uk with any questions and go to Eventbrite to
book your free ticket. This event is not just for Quakers, so do invite people in your
network who are within reach of Aberystwyth.

New parliament, new opportunities

                                                                                   Image credit: Hope for the Future/ Rethinking Security

Since the general election in July, many of us will have a brand new parliamentary
representative they’ve never met, while others will perhaps be wondering what fresh
approach they can take with an MP who has proved unreceptive thus far.
 
Help is at hand. On behalf of our partners at Rethinking Security, Hope for the Future
are holding an interactive online workshop on ‘How to create effective conversations
with your MP on big issues’.

The workshop takes place from 18:30-20:00 on Tuesday 8 October. See here to
book your free place and here to read more about the event. 
 

Israel/ Palestine Online Retreat: 26 October
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Quaker Voluntary Action (QVA) will be holding an educational Online Retreat to give
people the opportunity to learn more about Israel/Palestine: the conflict, the
history and more.

The event will be held on Zoom on from 10:00-17:00 on 26 October. The event will
include speaker sessions, opportunities for Q&A and discussions, and worship.

Please complete this form to book a place at the Online Retreat.

Celebrate

Peer mediation being embedded 
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Your hairdresser makes a terrible mess of your hair. What should happen next? Do
you want to exact some kind of punishment? Express how you feel about it?  What
might help restore the situation? This scenario, and others like it, were presented to

6th form students at Darwen Aldridge Community Academy at an event last week.
 
The event was a ‘freshers fair’ with various organisations presenting career
opportunities. The Armed Forces were there, but so were we. Our Quakers in Britain
stall aimed to provoke thinking about how we deal with conflict - it provided a
fantastic opportunity to start conversations.
 
The stall was the first step in a journey the school have signed up to in becoming a
‘Centre of excellence in peer-led conflict resolution’. Over the next academic year,
Peace Education colleagues will help train sixth formers in peer mediation. This
training will then be passed down to Y10 and Y5 students.
 
You can find more information about our peace education work here. 

Alfreton peace vigil

                                                                                                                      Photo credit: Julia Richardson

Quakers in Alfreton joined in spirit to hold a local peace vigil alongside the Yearly
Meeting peace vigil in July. They were a small group as a few Friends were away,
but their numbers were bolstered by a furry friend.

Quaker schools read newsletter!

                                                                                                Photo credit: Jo Baynham/ Quakers in Britain

Good news in the newsletter… about the newsletter? Quakers in Britain staff
member Jo Baynham was recently speaking to young people at the annual student
leadership training of Quaker schools in Yorkshire. After a session on Quaker history,
students reviewed back-copies of this newsletter to understand what action the Spirit
was leading Quakers towards today. A brilliant and inventive way to use a ready-
made resource to spread the word even further.

We really want to highlight things that are happening all over the country so if you have
some good news or know of someone else’s work you think we should celebrate, please
email us at faithinaction@quaker.org.uk You can find a growing map of Quaker groups

taking action at bit.ly/QuakerMap

Thanks for reading! 

Quaker Faith in Action newsletter is sent out towards the end of each month. News
and comment can be found on the Quakers in Britain blog: www.quaker.org.uk/blog.

If you would like to send news, some feedback, or update your contact details,
please email faithinaction@quaker.org.uk

QPSW staff tweet updates about:
Quakers in Britain: @BritishQuakers

Peace education: @PeaceEduQuaker
Peace Advocacy: @DisarmQuaker

For eyewitness reports from Palestine and Israel, subscribe to the EAPPI UK &
Ireland newsletter

For peace education news, subscribe to our Peace Education Cluster
For a weekly round-up of news from Quakers in Britain, subscribe to Quake!
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